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	BOARD MINUTES
BOARD OF WRIGHT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, February 7, 2023
DATE APPROVED: Tuesday, March 7 2023

	
Tina Diedrick, District 1
Darek Vetsch, District 2 
Jeanne Holland, District 3 
Nadine Schoen, District 4 
Michael Kaczmarek, District 5





The Wright County Board met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Diedrick, Vetsch, Holland, Schoen, and Kaczmarek present.


	I.
	[bookmark: S416]PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



	II.
	[bookmark: S417]MINUTES - DISPENSE WITH READING, APPROVE AS WRITTEN/REVISED



	A.
	[bookmark: I1374]Approve the County Board Meeting Minutes from Tuesday, January 17, 2023.




	Commissioner Michael Kaczmarek said that the third line down on Page 2 should be corrected to read, "the staff had concerns on how tickets were handled and the follow up of tickets." Page 6 under the Advisory Committee Updates for Kaczmarek regarding Highway 12, should be corrected to read, "…discussed past success and how it could continue on the west side of the County Line."



	Kaczmarek moved to approve the minutes from Tuesday, January 17, 2023, with the recommended changes. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Nadine Schoen. The motion carried 5-0.




	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	B.
	[bookmark: I1370]Approve the following Committee Minutes:
   1.   Broadband Committee Minutes (1-18-2023)
   2.   Committee of the Whole Minutes (1-18-2023)
   3.   Ditch Committee of the Whole Minutes (1-19-2023)




	Kaczmarek moved to approve the Broadband Committee minutes from Wednesday January 18, 2023; the Committee of the Whole (COTW) minutes from Wednesday January 18, 2023, and the Ditch COTW minutes from Thursday, January 19, 2023. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion carried 5-0.




	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	III.
	[bookmark: S418]REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA



	County Administrator Lee Kelly said the Rachel Foundation sent in a LG220 application for charitable gambling. Due to the timing of the event Kelly petitioned the application be added to the agenda. Commissioner Darek Vetsch added the application to the Consent Agenda Item 7 under Finance and Taxpayer Services.



	Kaczmarek moved to approve the agenda with the addition of Finance and Taxpayer Services Item A7. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	IV.
	[bookmark: S419]CONSENT AGENDA



	Vetsch said the contract for the agreement with BNSF Railway for removal and replacement of concrete railroad crossing panels on County Road 139 in Delano listed under C3 has new language.
 
Commissioner Tina Diedrick asked for a summary of the changes to the agreement.  Assistant County Administrator Marc Mattice said there were items removed that are the Highway Department’s responsibility.



	Kaczmarek moved to approve the consent agenda with the new language to C3. The motion was seconded by Diedrick. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	A.
	[bookmark: S421]FINANCE & TAXPAYER SERVICES




	1.
	[bookmark: I1266]Motion to approve the reimbursement of the American Rescue Plan Act (APR) Funds as follows:
   i.   County ARP Funds:
        Approval of County Reimbursement of $174.64 from 01-099-493.6910 Transfer Out into 01-100-493.5910 Transfer In as follows:
        $174.64 for Administrative Expenses-Staff Costs
   ii.  Approval of use of ARP funds from 01-099-493.
        $2,380.00    2.2 Household Assistance: Rent, Mortgage, and Utility Aid
        $97,880.38  5.11 Drinking Water Transmission & Distribution-City of Buffalo




	2.
	[bookmark: I1272]Approval of use of ARP funds from 01-099-493.
$176,586.02     1.1 Community Violence Interventions-public safety radios




	3.
	[bookmark: I1318]Acknowledge Warrants Issued Between January 9, 2023 and January 23, 2023.




	4.
	[bookmark: I1356]Motion to approve the reimbursement of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARP) Funds as follows:
County ARP Funds:
   i.   Approval of County Reimbursement of $286.31 from 01-099-493.6910 Transfer Out into 01-100-493.5910 Transfer In as follows:
        $286.31 for Administrative Expenses-Staff Costs
   ii.  Approval of use of ARP funds from 01-099-493.
        $2,344.33    2.2 Household Assistance: Rent, Mortgage, and Utility Aid




	5.
	[bookmark: I1365]Approve Renewal of 2023 Precious Metal License for Miller's Jewelry, Inc.




	6.
	[bookmark: I1366]Approve Renewal of 2023 Tobacco Licenses For:

Speedway # 4479 
Speedway #4554
Speedway #4267
Speedway # 7016




	7.
	Approve Charitable Gambling Application for the Rachel Foundation. 





	B.
	[bookmark: S429]HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES




	1.
	[bookmark: I1283]Approve Opioid Settlement Advisory Council (OSAC) Appointment, Member Approval:    
   i.   Jessica Dusbabek as new OSAC member, District 5, Sector Indicated on Application: State Government, Recovery (Individual in Recovery or Recovery Professional), Treatment
   ii.  Chauntel Vick as New OSAC member, District 1, Sector Indicated on Application: Other ("Mother of an Addict in Recovery")




	C.
	[bookmark: S430]HIGHWAY




	1.
	[bookmark: I1273]Approve Letter of Support For Hwy. 55 Corridor Coalition Corridors Of Commerce (COC) Recommended Project




	2.
	[bookmark: I1276]Appoint Lynn Kissock, Mayor of Maple Lake, As the Municipal Representative To The Region 7W Transportation Policy Board (TPB) As Recommended By The Wright County Mayors Association.




	3.
	[bookmark: I1275]Approve and authorize the County Administrator's signature on an Agreement with BNSF Railway for removal and replacement of concrete RR crossing panels on County Road (CR) 139 in Delano




	D.
	[bookmark: S422]HUMAN RESOURCES




	1.
	[bookmark: I1271]Approve and Authorize Signatures On The Labor Agreement and Applicable MOA's with the Teamsters Local 320 (Courthouse Unit) for the 2023-2025 Calendar Years.




	2.
	[bookmark: I1279]Approval of Revisions to Section 200 of the Wright County Personnel Handbook.




	E.
	[bookmark: S432]PARKS & RECREATION




	1.
	[bookmark: I1284]Approve County Extension Committee Appointments:
       i.  Confirm Youth Member, Isabelle Berning, Effective January 1, 2023, Term Ends On December 31, 2025 (Two-Year Term).
      ii.  Approve second term for Merissa Johnson, Effective January 1, 2023, Term Ends On December 31, 2024
     iii.  Approve Stan VanderKook's Transition To Represetative To Community At-Large Effective January 1, 2023, Ending December 31, 2024
     iv.  Approve Gary Cobus's Transition To District 4 Representative, Effective January 1, 2023, Ending December 31, 2024




	V.
	[bookmark: S438]TIMED AGENDA ITEMS


	A.
	[bookmark: S1266]9:02 AM - SHAWNA ATHMAN, SHERIFF




	1.
	[bookmark: I1274]Approve Resolution Accepting a Federal Boating Safety Supplemental Equipment Grant.




	
Sheriff’s Office Administrator Shawna Athman said since 2017 she has been writing competitive grants. This current grant in question is from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and will allow the Sheriff’s Office to replace the department’s Polar Kraft boat with a new Lund boat. The Polar Kraft boat has a rotting transom and will be sold at auction in the summer of 2023.  

Athman said the Sheriff’s Boat and Water Program is a statutorily mandated service required along with the equipment for both water enforcement and water recovery. Athman said the new Lund boat along with the Sheriff’s Boston Whaler boat will be the primary recovery boats. Both boats have side sonar which allows searchers to see submerged items. The fleet has an airboat primarily used for ice rescue and for shallow, weedy, dirty water areas. This grant has also previously provided two jet skis which are primarily used for patrol and enforcement in the warmer months. There is also a Zodiac boat, which is designed for zero entry. The Zodiac does not require a boat landing or a boat trailer and can be launched quickly.

In 2017, the Sheriff’s Office purchased a RiverPro boat, designed to be used in shallower water. She said there is a 15–20-year-old boat with a Ducktail motor allowing it to be used in muddy or marshy areas.  She said all boats are stored at the Sheriff's Office and not around the county. This is mostly due to the Sheriff’s Office keeping its boats inside, which is appreciated by the DNR, which comments on how the boats are stored each time the Sheriff’s Office applies for this grant. Since 2017 the office has received more than $198,000 from this grant. With this grant the Sheriff’s Office has been able to replace all but the Ducktail boat. It has also provided Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) HAZMAT dive suits to protect divers in the water from potentially hazardous substances. She asked that the board approve the resolution to provide the $29,154 to purchase the new Lund boat, motor, and trailer to replace the Polar Kraft. 




	Kaczmarek moved to approve the resolution accepting the Federal Boat Safety Supplemental Equipment Grant for $29,154. The motion was seconded by Diedrick. The roll call vote was unanimous, and the motion carried 5-0.



	For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused: 0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	B.
	[bookmark: S1267]9:07 AM - MATTHEW TREICHLER, SHERIFF



	1.
	[bookmark: I1269]Schedule A Committee of the Whole Meeting to Discuss the 2022 Deputy Overcomp Positions and Request Continuation Through 2023.




	
Chief Deputy Matthew Treichler said the Sheriff’s Office approached the board in early 2022 to talk about getting ahead in the hiring process for deputies. He said that in 2022 the hiring process in the county and in the state had been a challenge as there were not enough candidates to fill all the openings. Treichler requested a COTW to discuss the information the department has gathered over the past year.  Vetsch recommended 10 a.m. Monday, February 27 after the Economic Development Authority (EDA) meeting.



	Kaczmarek moved to schedule the COTW meeting for 10 a.m. Monday, February 27. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek





	C.
	[bookmark: S1268]9:17 AM - VIRGIL HAWKINS, HIGHWAY



	1.
	[bookmark: I1285]Approve Schedule for Receiving Bids and Quotes For Upcoming Highway Department Projects.




	
Highway Engineer Virgil Hawkins gave the commissioners an updated schedule for receiving bids and quotes for upcoming Highway Department projects. He explained that state statutes and county financial policy dictate how the bidding process proceeds. The projects include sealcoating, pavement preservation program, and pavement marking program.  



	Kaczmarek moved to approve the schedule for receiving bids and quotes for upcoming Highway Department projects. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion carried  5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek


	2.
	[bookmark: I1270]Approve Resolution Regarding Spring Load Restrictions on The Wright County Highway System.




	Hawkins said this resolution is passed annually to preserve the integrity and the life of the Wright County highway system.   



	Diedrick moved to approve the resolution regarding spring load restrictions on the Wright County highway system. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jeanne Holland. The roll call vote was unanimous, and the motion carried 5-0



	For: 5; Against: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused: 0



	D.
	[bookmark: S1270]9:25 AM - MARC MATTICE, ADMINISTRATION



	1.
	[bookmark: I1280]Request To Schedule a Joint Meeting Between the Wright County Board of Commissioners and the Wright County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Board.




	
Mattice recommended meeting with the SWCD board at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, March 23, Assistant County Attorney Greg Kryzer said this meeting is very beneficial as it is informational and the SWCD gets amazing things done. Mattice said the meeting will be in Conference Room 1103.



	Diedrick made a motion to hold a joint meeting between the Wright County Board and the SWCD Board at 8:30 a.m. Thursday, March 23. The motion was seconded by Holland. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek





	2.
	[bookmark: I1282]Appoint Representatives to The Aggregate Tax Committee




	Mattice said the Aggregate Tax Committee was established in Wright County to look at the special reserve fund for aggregate tax. Aggregate tax is a tax placed on mining extraction in Wright County. He said 5 percent of the tax goes to finance administration of that program, 42.5 percent goes to the Highway Department for the maintaining of roads and bridges. 42.5 percent goes to the townships or the city where the pit is located. The final 15 percent goes to a special resource fund that can be used by state statute on reclamation of abandoned pits as well as conservation on other environmental needs. 

Mattice said a draft application process was developed to review requests for the tax funds and processes. The committee was established to included one representative from a city and two representatives from townships. A notice was put out to the cities and townships for nominations.  The board received two nominations from cities, one from Hanover, and one from Cokato. There were two nominations from Buffalo Township, one from Monticello Township and one from Silver Creek Township. Mattice recommended having Finance Director Lindsey Meyer set up an informational meeting with the approved nominees to go over what the committee will be doing. The applications will then be announced, and the application review will be done by the committee. Once the application review is completed, the recommendations will come back to the full board for its consideration and approval.

Kaczmarek said he and Diedrick were on this committee and had met regarding the nominations. The consensus was to recommend Hanover City Council Member Mike Amery, the Chair of Buffalo Township Donald Schmidt, and Silver Creek Township Road Authority Supervisor Sandra Forsman. Vetsch agreed with these choices.



	Kaczmarek made the motion to approve the nominations of Amery, Schmidt and Forsman to the Aggregate Tax Committee. Diedrick seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	E.
	[bookmark: S1271]9:30 AM - PUBLIC HEARING




	1.
	Public Hearing to Amend the Wright County Tobacco Ordinance.





	Assistant County Attorney Greg Kryzer introduced ordinance amendment number 22-5 which is an amendment to Chapter 110 of the tobacco regulations.  He said that the new ordinance would reduce the setback of a tobacco shop from a youth-oriented facility from 1,000 feet to 500 feet. He said notice was provided as required in the statute to all license holders, was published, and documentation of the notices is on file with the Finance Department. In further consultation with Wright County Public Health, staff felt that 500 feet was not appropriate and requested a compromise from 500 feet to 750 feet. This recommendation for compromise is ordinance amendment 22-5A.  The distance of 750 feet is if the parcel is across the State Aid Highway, a State Highway, or a Federal Highway. Staff is looking for board input, as staff wants to present this as a communication item, a discussion item, and open it up for public comment. 1,000 feet was seen as too restrictive as a blanket policy across the county. 

The public hearing was opened at 9:33 a.m. 

Carol Moss, Attorney, Helmuth & Johnson
Representing Albertville Tobacco & Vape

Helmuth & Johnson Attorney Carol Moss said her client, Tobacco & Vape of Albertville is a license holder that received the notification regarding the ordinance change. She said her client is concerned as to why there is a sudden change in the ordinance. Her client has looked for a second location in Wright County and have abided by the 1,000-foot ordinance. It made its business plan around where it can be located. Her clients are concerned that the change was made because of a competitor’s claim, which would cause her client to object to the change believing the county should treat all businesses the same. She also noted that in Section 2, Subpart Section B1 there is a “1” and “2”. She asked if this should be “1 and 2” or “1 or 2”. Kryzer thanked Moss for the request for clarification and agreed the word should be “and”. Vetsch said the change was the result of a debate that has been ongoing since the original onset of the ordinance. The changes were the result of desiring to make locations more readily accessible to applicants.    

Ayman Issa
Owner of The Tobacco Shop, St. Michael 

Owner of The Tobacco Shop in St. Michael, Ayman Issa, said when the license was applied for in September 2022, he was unable to move into his desired first address due to the proximity of a splash pad for children. Issa gave a brief history of how Hennepin County removed tobacco sales out of convenience stores to tobacco-only stores. He said when he was finally able to rent a storefront in St. Michael it was very far from the other stores. He said if this ordinance passes, he would be able to move to a location closer to the main section of town.
 
The public hearing was closed at 9:43 a.m.

Diedrick asked how this ordinance would apply in relation to other city ordinances regulating the sale of tobacco. Kryzer said the county tobacco ordinance is the primary ordinance across the county except in the City of Buffalo, the City of Annandale, and the City of Howard Lake. The three cities generally mirror what is done in the county. If any of the three wanted to change the rules it would have to be changed on its own. Diedrick asked if there had been any feedback from county communities. Public Health Director Sarah Grosshuesch said she had only heard from the City of Monticello. Monticello has tied legalized THC to its tobacco-only shops and was waiting to see what the board was going to do.

Diedrick asked what the most compelling reason was to make the change. Vetsch said it was to offer people the opportunity for free enterprise. He said there is tension with Public Health. Schoen said there was also the need to not have bigger government making decisions to inhibit growth of a business in these communities, especially in a smaller community where the growth area is restricted as well.
 
Diedrick said a city block is roughly 315 feet, so changing the distance is less than a city block. 

Vetsch said that based on the ordinance there are so many areas that are blocked out because of the locations of parks and schools. In looking at the issue after it had been adopted, there were very few locations open to business owners looking to sell tobacco products. Kryzer said Ordinance 22-5 is the framery ordinance and the resolution presented by staff is to delete all of Ordinance 22-5 and replace it with Ordinance 22-5A.



	Schoen moved to approve the resolution to accept Ordinance 22-5A with the addition of the word “and” in Section 2, subpart Section B1. The motion was seconded by Holland. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek





	F.
	[bookmark: S1272]9:45 AM - MATTHEW DETJEN, PARKS & RECREATION




	1.
	[bookmark: I1354]Schedule a Public Hearing on the Petition for Partial Abandonment of Joint Ditch #15 under Minnesota Statute 103E.806.




	Agricultural and Drainage Coordinator Matthew Detjen recommended 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 7. All ditch landowners will be given invitations.



	Diedrick moved to schedule a public hearing for the partial abandonment of Joint Ditch #15 at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 7. Kaczmarek seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	2.
	[bookmark: I1355]Approval from the County Board to Utilize Buffer Riparian Aid Received from the State to Purchase Equipment in 2023




	Detjen said there is a need for purchasing a Bobcat E60 Compact Excavator. He said there is an informal committee between Parks & Rec, the Highway Department and himself regarding beneficial equipment that could be utilized by each department.  Kaczmarek asked if the Wright Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) would be able to use the Bobcat if it rented the equipment. Detjen said due to union staff rules there would be some issues, but he was confident something could be worked out. He said, if purchased, the Bobcat would be three or four months out for delivery. He said the county has never owned a compact excavator, though one has been leased multiple times. Detjen said this would be the largest excavator purchasable without having to purchase a double axel tandem truck. He said the rental budget would go down from $8,000 to $1,000. Diedrick thanked Detjen for his hard work on this grant. Vetsch said there would be discussions to make equipment available around the county. Detjen said that Cokato Township has a smaller excavator and uses it frequently. 



	Kaczmarek moved to approve the use of the buffer riparian aid received from the state to purchase equipment in 2023 for the purchase of a Bobcat E60 Compact Excavator. Holland seconded the motion. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	VI.
	[bookmark: S439]ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION



	A.
	[bookmark: S440]ADMINISTRATION




	1.
	[bookmark: I1278]Reschedule the Committee of the Whole for Tuesday, February 21.




	Vetsch said there were a few conflicts that came up requiring the COTW meeting originally scheduled for Tuesday, February 21 to be rescheduled. He recommended to move the meeting to 1:00 p.m. Monday, February 27.



	Motion made by Schoen to reschedule the COTW meeting from Tuesday, February 21 to 1 p.m. Monday, February 27. The motion was seconded by Holland. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	2.
	[bookmark: I1364]Approve LG 240B Application to Conduct Excluded Bingo Application for Dassel-Cokato FFA Alumni and Supporters.




	Kelly said this application was to support local Future Farmers of America (FFA) alumni and supporters.



	Kaczmarek made a motion to approve LG 240B application to conduct excluded bingo for Dassel-Cokato FFA alumni and supporters. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek




	3.
	[bookmark: I1372]Refer Items to County Board Workshop on February 14, 2023:
   i.   Review Request of Need Form Nobles County; Certificate of Need
   ii.  Review and Discussion of the Draft 2024 Budget Schedule




	Kelly added the water quality grant recommendations for review. Diedrick asked if something were to come up prior to the meeting how would it be added to the agenda and what was the time constraint due to the public nature of the meeting.  Vetsch said three days in advance if the subject needs a consensus, otherwise if it just informational it can be brought up that day. Kaczmarek asked about the timeframe for the water quality grants. Vetsch said the grants will come to the board already scored. Detjen said the deadline is Tuesday, February 7 and the scoring should be done by Friday, February 10



	Kaczmarek made a motion to approve the county board workshop agenda for Tuesday, February 14 with the added water quality grants recommendations for review. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek





	4.
	[bookmark: I1373]Approve the Closed Session Summary from Auditor/Treasurer Review.




	Kaczmarek said he was concerned about the amount of remote work being offered for the Auditor/Treasurer position. He said his constituents desired the staff to work in the office in the new building. He said this position is a six-figure-salary position that has no reporting staff. He said staff had inquired about the position’s accountability. This position has been utilized more in person with the current board than past boards. The time and place listed on the time sheet does not always reflect the time and place of work. He recommended allowing only one remote workday per week and if there was need to be off site beyond the one day per week then Paid Time Off (PTO) time would be utilized. Kaczmarek requested a friendly amendment to limit remote work to one day a week with all other time out of office to be marked as PTO. Diedrick declined to change her motion and said the arrangement would eventually be reassessed. Vetsch said the next review was scheduled for July 2023. Schoen declined to amend her second.  



	Diedrick moved to approve the closed session summary from the Auditor/Treasurer review. Schoen seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-1, Kaczmarek dissented.



	Aye: 4; Nay: 1; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek
Against: Kaczmarek-Michael




	B.
	[bookmark: S441]COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS




	1.
	[bookmark: I1371]Approve the following Committee Recommendations:
   i.   Ditch Committee of the Whole Recommendations (1-19-2023)
   ii.  Broadband Committee Recommendations (1-18-2023)
   iii  Committee of the Whole Recommendations (1-18-2023)








	Kaczmarek said the COTW recommendations had already been voted on. Vetsch went over the recommendations for the Broadband Committee. Diedrick updated the recommendations from the Broadband Committee that two ISPs are willing to move forward with bringing broadband to two underserved communities.  



	Diedrick moved to approve the recommendations from the January 18, 2023 Broadband Committee and the January 19, 2023 Ditch COTW. Schoen seconded the motion. The motion Carried 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0

Names:
For: Diedrick-Tina, Holland-Jeanne, Kaczmarek-Michael, Schoen-Nadine, Vetsch-Darek





	VII.
	[bookmark: S442]ADVISORY COMMITTEE / ADVISORY BOARD UPDATES



	Commissioner Tina Diedrick
Diedrick attended the Central Minnesota Emergency Medical Service (CMEMS) Region meeting. She said if there is no funding the CMEMS will not continue to exist. She said it will be coming to the county soon to seek funding as it figures out what is needed. 

She attended the One Watershed One Plan of the Mississippi and St. Cloud online and enjoyed the information and how the communities can work together when water flows in different directions. 

Commissioner Jeanne Holland
Went to the Wright County Historical Society (WCHS) meeting. She gave a shoutout to Facilities employees that have taken care of all WCHS’s issues as they come up. The Festival of Trees went well.

She attended the Central Minnesota Council On Aging (CMCOA) on how to help the aging community. 

She attended First Steps Central MN, which tracks young families with babies for two years to ensure parents are feeling empowered and babies are thriving. 

She attended the Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) conference. She said the training was informative and well worth attending. 

Commissioner Darek Vetsch
The Mining and Extraction Ordinance Work Group came together to finalize a timeline. It is finishing up the revised language to be sent to townships for comment in March or April. There will be 30 days for the townships to look over the language before it goes before the public in May. He said there would be potential adoption of the language in June. He said the changes would keep Wright County in line with sister counties.

The Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Advisory Board met for the first time in 2023 and discussed the budget allocation for AIS treatment plan for a recommendation to the SWCD for adoption. 

The Wright County Economic Development Partnership (WCEDP) had an annual meeting with more than 100 in attendance in January.  There was a great speaker for the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe who spoke on finding role models and great communication. 

Vetsch attended a meeting of the Trailblazer Transit Board. Delivery of the busses ordered continue to be pushed out, now it is looking at some time in 2024. There is also a waiting list for engines. There has been enough staff to maintain routes which is challenging because ridership is up.  



Commissioner Nadine Schoen
She met with the Hanover City Council on the County Road 19 update. She said she is working with Assistant Highway Engineer Chad Hausmann and Hawkins on County Road 19 and will update when available. 

She attended a Joint Governing meeting with the cities and the school for an update on what is happening.  She said this is not one of her normal committees.  

Transportation Day is coming up at the Capitol on Wednesday, March 1. She has been talking with Hawkins regarding this. 
 

Commissioner Michael Kaczmarek 
Kaczmarek attended an Emergency Services Board meeting where he learned that 911 technology has improved to allow automatic transfers to other agencies when the wrong agency is called. 

He attended a few Safe Schools meetings. Once again, vaping in schools is spiking and staff is working on addressing it.

The Wright County Fair Board attended a conference for different fair boards in Minnesota to share what different attractions work for them.

Kaczmarek attended a County Ditch #10 Meeting with Victor Township to work through how the process has gone.

County Administrator Lee Kelly
Attended the City Administrator and Economic Staff luncheon with Mattice on January 24. It was put on by the WCEDP. There was a good discussion on the cities’ needs and challenges.

The governor has approved the Juneteenth holiday. He said there will be a policy modification coming out to address that change. 

The Facilities staff will be lighting up the Justice Center Purple for Buffalo Strong Week. 

Diedrick said that Buffalo Allina Hospital will be observing a moment of silence on Thursday, February 9. 
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	Adjourned at 10:21 a.m.
County Board Minutes submitted by Phil Hodges, Administrative Specialist
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