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	BOARD MINUTES
BOARD OF WRIGHT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, April 18, 2023
DATE APPROVED: May 2, 2023

	
Tina Diedrick, District 1
Darek Vetsch, District 2 
Jeanne Holland, District 3 
Nadine Schoen, District 4 
Michael Kaczmarek, District 5




The Wright County Board met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Diedrick, Vetsch, Holland, Schoen, and Kaczmarek present.

	Present and responding to roll call were the following:

	Board of Commissioners:
	Tina Diedrick
Jeanne Holland
Michael Kaczmarek
Nadine Schoen 
Darek Vetsch 



	I.
	[bookmark: S2370]PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



	II.
	[bookmark: S2371]MINUTES - DISPENSE WITH READING, APPROVE AS WRITTEN/REVISED



	A.
	[bookmark: I2671]Approve the County Board Meeting Minutes from Tuesday, April 4, 2023


	
Commissioner Tina Diedrick moved to approve the County Board meeting minutes from Tuesday, April 4. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Nadine Schoen. The motion passed 5-0.



	

	B.
	[bookmark: I2672]Approve the Following Committee Minutes:
 1. The County Board Workshop Minutes (4/11/2023)
 2. Aggregate Tax Committee Minutes (04/07/2023)




	[bookmark: _Hlk132712254][bookmark: _Hlk132712391][bookmark: _Hlk132712857][bookmark: _Hlk132713160]Commissioner Michael Kaczmarek wanted to add in the County Board Workshop minutes that he noted that the clinic had received $150,000 for lost wages. Also, he wanted to add that out of the six-county system, Wright County gives Great River Regional Library (GRRL) more than $2 million. He also wanted some clarification about the process and the GRRL project would have to be pushed back. The recommendation should be to have said staff investigates the financial side of this further prior to the end of 2023. Kaczmarek said that Project Administrator Elizabeth Karels had identified up to seven acres in the northwest corner of our campus and wanted this added to the minutes. 




	Kaczmarek moved to approve the Committee minutes with the following changes. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion passed 5-0.



	III.
	[bookmark: S2372]REVIEW & APPROVAL OF AGENDA



	Kaczmarek made the motion to approve the Agenda. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jeanne Holland. The motion passed 5-0.



	IV.
	[bookmark: S2373]CONSENT AGENDA



	Diedrick made the motion to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion passed 5-0.



	A.
	[bookmark: S2376]ATTORNEY




	1.
	[bookmark: I2678]Refer Ordinance Amendment 23-2 to the Planning Commission for Public Hearing and Recommendation




	B.
	[bookmark: S2380]FINANCE TAXPAYER SERVICES




	1.
	[bookmark: I2683]Approval Of New Tobacco Licenses:
Family Dollar - Cokato
BP Gas - Maple Lake




	2.
	[bookmark: I2684]Acknowledge Warrants Issued Between March 28, 2023 And April 11, 2023.




	3.
	[bookmark: I2685]Motion To Approve The Reimbursement Of The American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Funds As follows:
County ARP Funds:
Approval Of County Reimbursement Of $505.51 From 01-099-493.6910 Transfer Out Into 01-100-493.5910 Transfer In As Follows:
$505.51 for Administrative Expenses-Staff Costs

Approval Of Use Of ARP Funds From 01-099-493-8467
$2,954.95   2.2 Household Assistance: Rent, Mortgage, and Utility Aid




	C.
	[bookmark: S2382]HIGHWAY


	1.
	[bookmark: I2688]Approval of Wright County Highway Right of Way Plat No. 75.




	D.
	[bookmark: S2383]HUMAN RESOURCES


	1.
	[bookmark: I2690]Adoption of Revisions to Section 300 of the Wright County Personnel Handbook.




	E.
	[bookmark: S2386]PLANNING & ZONING




	1.
	[bookmark: I2694]Accept the Findings and Recommendations of the Planning Commission for the Following Request To Rezone:
Jeremy Jurmu - (Maple Lake Twp.) Commission unanimously recommends approval of the rezoning of the northeast 10 acres of tax parcel 210-100-252207 from General Agricultural (AG) to Agricultural/Residential (AR).




	V.
	[bookmark: S2392]TIMED AGENDA ITEMS



	A.
	[bookmark: S2393]9:02 AM GREG PICKARD, VETERAN SERVICES




	1.
	[bookmark: I2702]Adopt Resolution Accept 2023 CVSO Operational Improvement Grant And Have Director Veteran Services Sign Agreement


	Veteran Services Officer Greg Pickard said that this was an annual grant from the state, and it was given to all County Veterans Service Office (CVSO). Today he was asking for approval to sign this electronically.



	Schoen moved to adopt the resolution to accept the 2023 CVSO Operational Improvement Grant and have the Director of Veteran Services sign the agreement. The motion was seconded by Diedrick. The motion passed 5-0.

Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0




	B.
	[bookmark: S2394]9:07 AM VIRGIL HAWKINS, HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT




	1.
	[bookmark: I2704]Request Approval of Agreement No. 23-51 for The Replacement Of The Franklin Township Bridge On Eastwood Avenue SE (Bridge No. 86502) Using Township Bridge Program Funding.
Assistant County Administrator Marc Mattice spoke for Highway Engineer Virgil Hawkins and Assistant Highway Engineer Chad Hausmann as they were at a conference. Mattice said this project was relatively expensive and did not require county funds. He asked that the board approve agreement 23-51 for the replacement of the Franklin Township Bridge on Eastwood Avenue SE. This was bridge number 86502 using the Township Bridge Program funding which comes from a state aid account. He said there were no county dollars tied to this. The township had a $10,000 match for engineering work. The county would be the pass-through for the funding since the township was not eligible to receive state aid funding directly. There would be no funding from the county, but this would require county staff time. The county would be the fiscal agent for this program. 

Kaczmarek said the board discussed bridge safety ratings and scoring. He was wondering if the safety rating had anything to do with bridges that were picked for replacement. Mattice said the safety rating was part of this decision, but he was not given that information. He said this was a timber bridge that was 57 years old and was restricted for heavy loads. Kaczmarek said there were not a lot of wood bridges anymore. Commissioner Darek Vetsch said this bridge was in the top three on the replacement schedule from a scoring perspective. 




	Kaczmarek moved to approve agreement number 23-51 for the replacement of the Franklin Township Bridge on Eastwood Avenue SE (Bridge No. 86502) using Township Bridge Program funding. The motion was seconded by Holland. The motion passed 5-0.



	C.
	[bookmark: S2395]9:15 AM MARC MATTICE, ASSISTANT COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR




	1.
	[bookmark: I2706]Set Time And Date For Tour Of The Wright County Household Hazardous Waste/Compost Facility And The Wright County Sheriff’s Office Training Center.


	Mattice said he wanted to set a date for a tour of Wright County’s Waste Facility and Sheriff’s Office Training Center to see some of the functional insufficiencies. It was decided the tour would be on Tuesday, May 2 after the board meeting at 10:30 a.m.



	Kaczmarek made a motion to approve a tour Of The Wright County Household Hazardous Waste/Compost Facility And The Wright County Sheriff’s Office Training Center at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, May 2. The motion was seconded by Holland. The motion passed 5-0.



	2.
	[bookmark: I2707]Approve Resolution Proclaiming April 17-21, 2023 As National Work Zone Awareness Week In Wright County.


	Mattice asked the board to approve National Work Zone Awareness Week in Wright County. He said this was to bring awareness to the need and desire to have safe work zones for not only our workers but drivers as well. Mattice said Wednesday, April 19 is Orange Day to support National Work Zone Awareness Week.



	Kaczmarek made a motion to approve the resolution proclaiming April 17-21, 2023 as National Work Zone Awareness Week in Wright County. The motion was seconded by Holland. The motion passed 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0




	3.
	[bookmark: I2708]Approve the Lawful Gambling Application and Adopt the Resolution for the Cokato Fire Relief Association




	Diedrick moved to approve the Lawful Gambling Application and adopt the resolution for the Cokato Fire Relief Association. This motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion passed 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0




	D.
	[bookmark: S2396]9:28  AM LEE KELLY, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR




	1.
	[bookmark: I2710]Adopt Resolutions Relating To The Approval Of Amendments To The Revenue Notes For Lake Ridge Care Center And Park Terrace, Series 2013


	Administrator Lee Kelly said the county issued this financing in 2013 with Lake Ridge Care Center. There is a state statute that allowed the county to do this but most entities were switching away from it. London Intercontinental Bank Rate (LIBR) was a calculation that was specifically used for the calculation of interest which was driven by the London Bank System. Because of the size of that and other factors, the bank was now going to a federal rate. This has come back on the county because it borrowed this money on Lake Ridge Care Center’s behalf and now a modification needed to be made to the agreement. Diedrick asked if there was a significant impact of change on this interest. Kelly said there should not be an impact on the borrower.

Julie Eddington with Kennedy & Graven represented the county’s bond counsel. She said these two conduit bonds were not something she did but it was done in 2013. It was the county allowing the two entities to use the county’s tax exemption to use the bonds tax-exempt rate and be able to further its mission as nonprofits with the extra ability to have a lower interest rate. LIBR was being phased out as of June 30. Everyone who had debt with LIBR Rate would have to change that rate by June 30. She had created an allonge which was an amendment to the original note. She will provide the county with a signed bond counsel option saying that everything that Kennedy & Graven had done was accurate and within the law and would not cause the debt to be reissued. 

Vetsch said the administration fee was $1,000. Eddington said each municipal entity in Minnesota had the ability to have a fee for conduit bonds, but it ranged. Some clients had no fee, and some charged a very large fee, but it was up to the municipal entity at the time of the bond. Vetsch wanted to make sure this was articulated in the contract. Eddington said she would charge the fee directly to those entities with the bond, it would not be charged to the county. 

Kaczmarek said since this figure was determined 10 years ago, he wanted to know if the $1,000 would suffice or if it needed to be adjusted. Finance Director Lindsey Meyer said finance had no additional staff time that had occurred because of this change but she could not speak to what happened in 2013. Chief Civil Attorney Greg Kryzer said if Eddington said $1,000 was sufficient to cover her legal fees, then it was enough. Eddington said her fees would be about $2,000-2,500 but all time would be billed to the nonprofits who needed the LIBR change. Vetsch said internal time would most likely be costing the county less. He said ultimately the time spent on this was from reviewing the contract itself and he said using the same practice of $1,000. Kelly said the subject before the board was just about getting the language changed. 

Schoen suggested this could be something that the board be aware of for the future and articulated in the contract. Eddington said there was not contract with the conduit borrower. Typically there would be a fee when it was issued but when minor things came later there was no charge for those. This would be a change in the interest rate from LIBR to a similar rate because the IRS was requiring everyone to do this.



	Diedrick moved to adopt the resolutions relating to the approval of amendments to the revenue notes for Lake Ridge Care Center and Park Terrace, Series 2013. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion passed 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0




	E.
	[bookmark: S2397]9:33 AM MATTHEW TREICHLER, SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT




	1.
	[bookmark: I2712]Resolution To Approve The 2023 MN DNR Annual County Boat And Water Safety Grant


	Chief Deputy Matthew Treichler said this grant was to cover two full-time staff costs in the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) unit, along with miscellaneous costs, fuel maintenance, and things of that nature. 



	Schoen moved to approve the resolution to approve the 2023 Minnesota DNR Annual County Boat and Water Safety Grant. The motion was seconded by Holland. The motion passed 5-0.



	Aye: 5; Nay: 0; Abstain: 0; Absent: 0; Recused:  0





	F.
	[bookmark: S2398]9:38 AM BARRY RHINEBERGER, PLANNING & ZONING




	1.
	[bookmark: I2714]Review And Adopt Recommended Findings For Denial Of The Application By Teri L. Dickinson For Rezoning Of Approximately 70.27 Acres From AG General Agriculture To A/R Agricultural-Residential.


	Rhineberger said this application was in relation to an application to rezone property in Marysville Township submitted by Teri Dickinson. The Planning Commission has conducted two public hearings and a site inspection and has recommended the denial of the request. He said staff would recommend that the board adopt the findings for denial of the application by Teri L. Dickinson for rezoning of approximately 70.27 acres from AG General Agriculture to A/R Agricultural-Residential.

Holland said she was on the Planning Commission Board and the township voted against it, she said the Planning Commission board did not usually vote 7-0 as a no. Vetsch said the applicant illustrated several land features that could be labeled as unique, but it was not a unique feature through Wright County. The reasoning was not warranted, he said there was little room for movement in this case. Schoen said she had an independent meeting with the Planning Commission and she thought the findings were accurate. 

Rhineberger had the denied application signed by all five commissioners. The service of the notice and ordinance for order or denial of application and rezoning and findings were presented to Teri and her husband Jim Dickinson in the audience. 

	Holland made the motion to adopt recommended findings for denial of the application. The motion was seconded Schoen. The motion passed 5-0.



	






	VI.
	[bookmark: S2399]ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION



	A.
	[bookmark: S2401]APPROVE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS




	1.
	[bookmark: I2718]Approve and Adopt Recommendations From The April 11, 2023 County Board Workshop


	
Kaczmarek made a motion to approve and adopt recommendations from the April 11, 2023 County Board Workshop. The motion was seconded by Schoen. The motion passed 5-0.



	VII.
	[bookmark: S2402]ADVISORY COMMITTEE / ADVISORY BOARD UPDATES

	Wright County’s Civil Division Chief Attorney John Bowen was appointed to become a judge. County Attorney Brian Lutes presented this information to the board and said the county was lucky that Bowen was staying in Buffalo but he was leaving Lutes’ office. Bowen’s last day was Thursday, April 20. Lutes thanked Bowen for his years of service in his office and also congratulated him on becoming a judge. Lutes said he made the mistake of passing over Bowen in the hiring process and he felt lucky that he got a second change with him. Lutes wanted to make sure they got it right with Bowen and he said he certainly did get it right with John. Bowen came from Pine County. He said it was so nice to get an attorney from a smaller town because Bowen had done basically everything from child support, commitment, CHIPS, and prosecution. Lutes joked that he rescued Bowen from Pine County. Lutes highlighted some of Bowen’s achievements. He took over roles and grew so quickly when Assistant County Attorney Brian Asleson retired and became a tax appeals expert, data practices expert, and he mentored new attorneys. Lutes knew he could depend on Bowen and he said there were going to be some big holes to fill. He said he was saddened about losing him to the bench and will miss on a professional and personal level. Kryzer said it was a point of personal privilege to both recognize the work Bowen has provided to Wright County and to congratulate him on his recent appointment as a District Court Judge.   

Kryzer said that a person who becomes a judge doesn’t become “honorable” on the day they become a judge but rather that title is a recognition of everything the person has done in their career. Bowen has been nothing less than honorable in his devotion to Wright County and to the practice of law.  The practice of law is a profession and there is no one more professional than Bowen.

Bowen worked for Wright County for the past 10 years as an Assistant County Attorney.  When he started in our office, he was originally assigned to the misdemeanor division.  After an opening came up in the CHIPS division, one of the more stressful and difficult assignments in the county attorney’s office, Bowen jumped at the chance to make a difference for the children in need in Wright County. He quickly and aggressively took on the duties of helping kids in Wright County and became a statewide leader in the area doing seminars and Continuing Legal Education (CLE) at statewide conferences.  He frequently fields calls from other County Attorney offices looking for guidance on CHIPS matters and handled over 508 CHIPS matters.  

Kryzer said in addition to having a full caseload, he took on the job of working with sexually exploited youth through Wright County Safe Harbor.  The number of lives and children Bowen has changed or impacted in Wright County is immeasurable. After six years of working with children, he then took on a supervisory role in our office as the Assistant Civil Division Chief where he took on even more duties in representing this Board and all the Departments in Wright County.  In a supervisory role in the office, Bowen took on litigation matters for the Assessor, Highway Department, and the Sheriff’s Office.  He also became a guiding force in employment and policy matters that impacted all areas of Wright County.  

Kryzer said the County Attorney’s Office was going to miss Bowen’s dedication, leadership, and counsel but also knew that Bowen’s work in service to Wright County is continuing in addition to serving the 10th Judicial District and he looked forward to seeing what Bowen would accomplish next. Kryzer thanked Bowen for his professionalism, guidance, and most of all for being a colleague and friend. 

Bowen said he worked in a different county and has been involved in other matters and gotten to know other prosecutors in the state, and has learned that the relationship was unique here. Not in every county do people work so well together. He did criminal work and said the Sheriff’s Office was so awesome and welcoming. Bowen said Health and Human Services was fantastic when he was moving into the civil realm and everyone was so welcoming here. He said this was a terrific place to work, when you work here you don’t realize how great. No one gets anywhere alone, and he said the support from everyone was appreciated.

Vetsch said he agreed with the statement that you won’t become honorable, you are honorable. He said Bowen had a unique talent to see through the mess sometimes and identify the correct situation at hand. Kaczmarek said it had been great working with Bowen.

Holland said he was so welcoming to the commissioners; he was one of the very first faces that was smiling and asking if the commissioners were doing okay. She said the state was getting a good judge. Schoen said thank you to Bowen and wished him the best of luck. Diedrick said congratulations and she was very proud to have worked with him. She and Schoen said the time they got with him was too short. 

Lee Kelly
Kelly said the previous week there was a County Board Workshop and he wanted to recognize that April 9-15 was Public Safety Communicators Week. He said there were so many great people working in the Sheriff’s Office and in law enforcement, specifically in communications so he wanted to take a moment to recognize those people. He said the previous week the Health Insurance Review Committee met, and that group will have to go out to bid for health insurance next year for some potential changes in 2025. Yesterday was the first day of the Onboarding training. He said 12 employees were in attendance. He said they would be on board with Information Technology (IT) and Risk Management. On Monday, April 17 he attended Wright Technical Center’s Open House. This is its 50th year of operation. 

Michael Kaczmarek
Kaczmarek said he was part of the Aggregate Tax Committee meeting. He was also part of a University of Minnesota Extension office meeting where it addressed the Farm Family of the Year. Delano Safe Schools met, and the issues addressed were vaping detectors and Nerf Wars trying to address that. The Joint Ditch 15 Committee met April 17 with Meeker and McLeod Counties and discussed a possible partial abandonment.

Nadine Schoen 
Schoen went to Hutcheson for the Tri-County Extension Services meeting. They wanted to know agriculturally what is affecting the Wright County area and wondered how it could help. She found that very interesting and informational. Schoen was at the Wright Tech Open House on April 17. She said it had been many years since she was in that facility and looked forward to it growing. 

Darek Vetsch
Vetsch spent a lot of time with several townships and meetings on the aggregate ordinance change 23-1. He said there would be a public hearing continuing at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 20. He said county board members had received correspondence on elections looking to see if the board wanted to make any modifications. On March 27 there was deep vetting by staff. The position of the board was to continue with the practice presented by staff. He reaffirmed that there would be no changes made at this time. House File 3 had been passed and was now put into the Senate. The Senate’s version is 1636, and Senate File 1636 has language that would tie the county’s hands into having to use election equipment. 

Diedrick thought there would be some feedback about sharing the legality of the thumb drives. Vetsch, there were a few different asks on this, some wanted tape rolls, and some wanted thumb drives but he did not have that information in correlation with the current request. Currently, there was a gray area on this. Schoen said she felt good about all findings and information at the March 27 meeting. She thought it would not be in everyone’s best interest if the county didn’t follow the current practice. She said there was a big difference between human error and someone doing something illegal, we are all human and do make errors. In the process of the investigations, she felt that everything had a reason and justification or was human error. She really did not believe anything was done intentionally. She said she did not want to move forward with any board action at this time.  

Kaczmarek said he had been a part of this subject from the beginning. He said there had been eight commissioners in and out of the board room in this time and these issues have always been addressed or spoken about as it came up. He mentioned that issues like addresses have issues because of the post office mix-up and the surveys and different things. He said he thought he had addressed what he could when he could. He did not want to move forward with any board action currently. Vetsch thought this issue needed to be worked on outside of the board room. He said he was on the constituents’ side, he wanted to work, this was not a win/lose situation. Vetsch was looking to make a statement on behalf of the board but wanted to have the board’s approval on this.  

Jeanne Holland
Holland said she was on the Wright Tech Center Board, and it was fun to see the improvements it had been making and hoped it would receive the grant from the state. She went to the Wright County Community Action meeting, and everything was running smoothly with the new director working hard to streamline things.

Tina Diedrick
Diedrick said she got her first tour of Wright Technical Center and thought it was a great place. She hoped that the bonding bill for repairs will be approved. She wanted to thank the Veterans Services Office and Sheriff’s Office for getting its grants. Every time those came through, she thought that was good to see a lot of hard work and support for our county veterans. Diedrick went to the Prescription Elicit Conference, it was a nationwide conference with more than 3,000 attendees and 99 break-out sessions. She said there were five people attending from the Opiate Settlement Advisory Committee. The Prescription Elicit Conference addressed different tracks of prevention, treatment, recovery, harm reduction, and public safety with the courts/enforcement and data tracking. She said this settlement money was from Purdue Pharma and additional funds would be coming to the county from Johnson & Johnson. This grant money was focused on treatment and recovery so she encouraged programs in the county to address what’s working or something new to utilize this money and serve Wright County. Deidrick thanked the Health and Human Services staff that participated. 



	VIII.
	[bookmark: S2403]ADJOURNMENT




The meeting adjourned at 10:14 a.m. 
County Board Workshop Minutes submitted by Delia Scepaniak, Administrative Specialist
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